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the inventor of the mule, relates that he was " employed in
the cotton manufacture " soon after he " was able to walk " l.
Earnings of The younger folk assisted their elders in various ways2.
Th^ fetched the bobbins : they wound or ' quilled ' the
spun yarn : they helped the weaver to prepare the loom
for weaving : they learnt the preparatory processes like
willeying, carding, scribbling and slubbing3: and as they
grew older they were able to spin and to weave—it was said
to be very common for boys and girls to acquire the art of
weaving by the time they were twelve years old 4. In some
cases a child went to school in the daytime, and worked in
the early morning and evening5. The earnings of children
were usually small. Those who were from four to eight
years old earned a penny a day at quilling : from eight to
twelve they earned twopence to f ourpence a day at spinning :
and from thirteen to fourteen eightpence a day at weaving :
but the rates of wages varied considerably in different parts
of the country6. Outside the woollen industry children were
employed in cotton, silk, lace-making, knitting stockings,
the manufacture of sail cloth, and the metal trades : at four
years old in knitting stockings, at five in cotton and lace-
making, and at seven in the rest7.
There is abundant evidence that child labour was a
common feature of industrial society for centuries before
the rise of the factory system. Indeed the tardy progress
of factory legislation in the nineteenth century, and the
insensitiveness of public opinion, only become explicable
1	French, The Life and Times of Samuel Crompton (ed. 1859), 91.    See
infra, Appendix, p. 473, No. 3.
2	Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 4; (1806), iii. 6, 30-32, 45, 68, 309;
Young, Tour through the Southern Counties (ed. 1772), 200 ;  The Weaver's
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s For these processes, see Lipson, The History of the Woollen and Worsted
Industries, chapter iv. and p. 184.
4 Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 187, 400.	6 Ibid. 68.
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